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HOUSING — REMOTE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 

409. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Housing: 
Minister, I am very interested to hear how the program for remote Indigenous housing has progressed, because I 
note that Western Australia’s superior performance has been reflected in the funding it has received under the 
National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing. Can the minister please advise the house how 
the state government has gone in delivering the program?   

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton, who is a strong advocate for improved housing in remote Indigenous 
communities. As members would be aware, these were very challenging, and, in some respects, very ambitious 
targets. We were required to construct, deliver and connect 75 new dwellings and fully refurbish 150 dwellings 
in remote Indigenous communities by 30 June 2010. I might say that I was a little nervous myself when the 
member for Rockingham, a month out, suggested to the house that we would have no chance of reaching this 
target.  

Mr G.M. Castrilli: Doomsayer!  

Mr W.R. MARMION: He was, member for Bunbury. However, when I visited Halls Creek about five weeks 
after becoming minister and we had delivered only 33 dwellings by that time, I saw that 18 houses were nearly 
connected. They were just about there, so my department convinced me that there were a lot more dwellings 
ready to be connected. I can advise the house that as at 30 June we had constructed 78 houses—three more than 
was required. We not only met the targets, but also we exceeded them! Not only did Western Australia exceed 
the targets, but also we were the only state in Australia to do so. We delivered these dwellings with unseasonably 
wet weather and road closures during the peak construction time. As the largest state in the commonwealth with 
the most remote Indigenous communities, we are leading the country in closing the gap for the Indigenous 
disadvantaged. We are improving the living standards of our Indigenous communities and bringing their housing 
up to a livable standard.  

I would also like to add that part of this program was to seek 20 per cent Aboriginal participation. We exceeded 
this. We had over 20 per cent Indigenous participation in all our construction and refurbishment programs. Not 
only did the program result in new houses and improved living conditions, but it created Indigenous 
employment. 

The commonwealth was so pleased with our construction program that it rewarded us with additional funding of 
$4 million. I was told that we received $4 million, but my briefing notes tell me that it is actually 
$4.021 million—I do not know how they came up with the figure! That money will be redistributed into our 
housing program and will build perhaps eight more houses. We might be able to get eight more houses in the 
member for Geraldton’s electorate!  

In closing, I would like to congratulate the previous minister, the member for Vasse, who drove this process 
from the outset; the senior staff at the Department of Housing; as well as the builders who worked so hard to 
deliver this program on behalf of the remote communities and people of this state.  
 


